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FRANKIE: HOW MUCH DO /OL/KNOW ABOUTTHEM? 
iCENTRESPREAD 


SINGLES: BY VICI MACDONALD 


THE BIG COMPETITION; W 


PERSONAL FILE: SAL SOLO 


STAR TEASER: COLOUR BY NUMBERS 


CROSSWORD: STRAIN YOUR BRAIN 


; FOR KNIGHTHOOD? 


| PATES: SMITHS. CHAKA KHAN, KILLING JOKE 

| MUTTERINGS: GET OFF! NEVER! SHE DID-DERN ' 




WHO WON AT 
WEMBLEY? 

It certainly wasn't Culture Club. 
Kool a The Gang Big Country 
Paul Young Wham!, the 
Thompson Twin* and 
Spandau Ballet alsoplayedat 

Arena over Christmas. Whose show 
was the best value? 

50 / 51 / 52/53 
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CARRY ON CAMPING 


» Paris, afew days before 


3 pretending to rehearseth< 
dance routine for their new single - 
it's called "Sex Over The Phone" 
and Bill'll be very surprised to hear it 
on Radio 1 - for the benefit of afew 
invited journalists. They've all got 
phones in their hands and there's a 
lot of well pervy hip gyrating and 
tugging of phone cords going on. 


— 1 



“Sex Over The Phone", they 
hope, will change all that. Their 
—inager and producer (Henri B~' 


Romantic look. It only worked in 
Italy. Now, in the wake of Boy j 

George and Frankie and Bronski 
Beat, they reckon the time is right. 

"It's always been a butch act,” 

three surviving members of the old 

can he mean? Strange to tell, some 
of Village People actually seem to 


ML- ' 

art 



in a show with Frankie Goes To 
Hollywood and Bronski Beat. Af 
that, they'll probably turn up in 


“Sex Over The Phone’ 
week. At the end of Janu< 
People are due ' 


usic industry festival MIDEM 


• Friends Again, the Scottish 
five-piece with a gift for melodies but 
not a very good name, have broken 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 


• Post-punk dervishes Killing Joki_ 

aalled "Love Like Blood'L An album. “Night Tir . -- 

same month the group undertake a national tour. Details in Dates. 


ary ana Februarv 


ti, "Double Crossed", ( 


BAND AID: THE FIRST SIX MILLION 
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DON’T CALL 


ME SCARF 


FACE 


GIVE IT ARREST 


• Qay disco star Sylvester 
releases anewsingleon January 
18th. Called “Take Me To Heaven” 
remix of a track off his “M1015 


story of the recording of “Do They 
Know It's Christmas?" as well as lots 
of photos of all the stars involved, 


_ _and Oates are no 

even thinkingot splitting up. In fact 
“the biggest-selling duo of all time" 
(as they now prefer to be known) are 
so determined to prove their 
togetherness that they've not only 
signed a new long-term record deal 
with Arista but have also just 
released a brand n—'— 


nauseatingly about ‘ra 
last night. Butintherec 


Smiley telling a story in his non-stop half-cockney, half-J 
about being chased and stopped by the police who give 
until they realise he's fheSmiley Culture who recorded " 
Translation", when they just askfor his autograph. 

Here at Bitz we're not so sure it's atrue story- after all 
'-et. But soon, who knows? 




“BIRCHY” BOWS OUT 


health food lunches when everyone 
else was munching Midget Gems. 


• And so it came to pass, upon the 
third day of the year 1985, that Ian 
Birch, Assistant Editor, did take it 
upon himself to forsake the sacred 
offices of Smash Hits magazine and 
for to venture forth into the great 

Aaargh! Sob! Wail! came the 

staff were almost hysterical with 
grief; they couldn’t imagine life 
without the man. The man they’d 
come to regard as the sixth member 
of Duran Duran. The man they all 
called “Birchy” (though close friends 
sometimes called him “Ian"). The 
man who got more fan mail than 
anyone else in the office (rather 
annoyingly). The man who boldly ate 


The man who courageously sipped 
sparkling spring water when all 
around him were quaffing Quatro. 
The man who fearlessly spun his 
Incredible String Band LPs when 
everyone else wanted to hear the Art 


He was a switchboard to the stars; 
the fellow the famous both loved and 
feared. One phone call from Ian 



leap for joy or weep openly in terror. 


A man, in short, not to be mesi 
with (hence the well-known m 

withBtr S c S hyn reSS, ° n ' 00 


Would they survive without him, 
the staff wondered? Sob! Could 
they? Would he still remember 
them? Wail! Would they, they 
gasped, EVER SEE HIM AGAIN?! 

Course you will, you big pillocks. 
He’s only gone around the comer to 
join Just 17-Ed. 

Round the corner? 

Round the comer. 

To Just 17? 

To Just 17. 

You mean the Greatest Girls’ 
Magazine In The Entire History Of 
The Universe? 

The very same. 

So he’ll still be popping in from 
time to time? 

Every ten minutes. On the dot. Set 
your watch by it. 
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THE ONE THING LEFT IN YOUR HOUR OF NEED' 



THINKING of YOU 

is the new single by 

The COLOUR FIELD 

HE COLOUR FIELD TERRY HALL. VOCALS TOBY LYONS, GUITAR KARL. SHALE BASS GUITAI 


available as T, 12" or limited edition 4 track doublepack vei 
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M A D O N N A 


“I always acted like a star 
even before I was one!” 


And that time has certainly come. She’s had massive hits both sides of the ocean, and she’s started 
making movies and claiming she’d “like to direct the Universe”. Is she really as “arrogant” and “snotty” 
as she says she is? Ask David Keeps. 


“I have more bills, my telephone 
rings more, I look down at the 
ground more when I'm walking, I 
take people out to dinner more 
and sometimes I get this 
feeling thatlcor' JJ - 


. _ not overnight success, 
excuse YOU. I’ve been working 
my ass off for seven years and it's 
been a long haul. You have to 
keep hitting people over the head 

It seems to be working though. 
Her first LP took over a year to 


her latest LP, “LlkeA Virgin”, 
reached the Top Ten there in two 
short weeks, while the title track 
went to Number One in the 
singles charts there. Suddenly, 

>’s been working on a new 


s called Desperately 
san and Madonna 

_I as “a screwball 

lystery” filled to the brim with 
mistaken Identities, str'-- 
earrings and Egyptian 


ine, hand my boyfriend a 
quarter and tell him to play.” 

And, of course, Madonna plays 

“Yes, I’m Sue-wild, free- 
spirited and adventurous and 
everyone is desperately seeking 


left-hand side. I looked down and > 
the lion was RIGHT THERE with 
his head In my crotch! I was really 
frightened because I thought he 


..._.. created Grace Jones’ 

brutal Image), planning an 
*—sifting through 


when we meet at New York’s 
fashionable Hard Rock Cafe, 
she's been working for seven 
weeks on her first starring movie 

Between ordering drinks and 
rating the waiters for sex aDDeal - 
ours got eight out of ten -1 


. “Getting up so you can 
get therefor eight In the morning 
and then you don't work until after 
lunch. There’s so much sitting 
around It drives you crazy but It’s 
what I've always wanted to do. 

I’ve got four days off right now 
and I'm starting to feel like I’m not 
in It any more.” 


ist week of film 


Egypt for the last*_ 

The last scene is supposed to be 
me and my co-star riding on 
camels into the sunset.” 

That won't be her first animal 
scene either. She almost got a 
chunk bitten out of her by a lion in 



Itten anyone yet. “I'm leaning up 
gainst this pillar and the lion- 
tamer Is over there behind the 
cameraman and he's coaxing the 
lion so he'll walk over on my right 


...Then, all of a sudd 


I to look healthy o 


this huge roar. I got so frightened 
that my heart fell in my shoe. I 
tried to think that it wasn't the lion 
but just someone curious about 
me and that got me through it. 


take a 15-minute breather. B 


a Leo, although she doesn’t go 
out of her way to read her 
horoscope every day. She does 


volatile chemistry between her 
and her boyfriend. John 
“Jellybean” Benitez (New York's 
top dance-record remixer and 
now an up-and-coming recording 
star in his own right). 


spontaneous but in my career I’m 


Even so, at least one thing is 
driving her nuts at the moment. 

“Before this, Ididafilm called 
Vision Quest, singing three songs 
on stage but I don't know If they’ll 


audition for film roles, Madonna 


i well, “checking things out”, 
ould she like to direct one day? 

-hs, “I’d llketo 


an be arrogant sometimes,” 


being expensive but I always 
endear myself to people when I 
find their weaknesses and they 
acknowledge it. It’s the people 
who try to hide everything - and 
try to make you think they’re so 


She isn’t always as tough as 


“I'm vulnerable to people who 
want to rape my soul. You know, 
like journalists. It’s weird - It 
depends on what kind of mood 
you’re In. Sometimes I'll be doing 


gregarious but I can be really shy 
about things sometimes.” 

How, I wonder, should a would- 
be suitor approach her? 

“They’d have to be really funny 
and make me laugh all the time 
and give me lots of presents. 
They’d have to go out of the way 
to find things I was interested In 
and talk to me about them. 
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THE NEW SINGLE 

JUST A SHADOW 

ON REMIXED 7” 

AND EXTENDED REMIX 12” 
7”&I2” INCLUDE BRAND NEW 
TRACK WINTER SKY 
7” BC08 12” BC08I2 
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STARTS FRIDAY 
JANUARY 18 

AYLESBURY Odeon 
BANBURY Classic 




















ADRIATIC RIVIERA 

holiDAY and 

NIGHT 

. From any U.K. airport, a comfortable direct flight 
takes you to Rimini, on the Adriatic Riviera: 60 miles of 
sandy beach, sun, amusements and trips. A holiday gi¬ 
ving you much more than you will be spending: among 
so many people amusing themselves, there is an ex¬ 
clusive treatment of special care for you. You will be a 
friend, not a number. 


BOOK NOW THROUGH YOUR TRAVEL AGENT 


For further information contact: 

Italian State Tourist Office (ENIT), 

1 Princes Street, London W1R 8AY (Phone 01-4081254). 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
* ADRIATIC RIVIERA OF EMILIA ROMAGNA * 

"♦f - - Cattolica, Misano, Riccione, T* 


Rimini, Bellaria - Igi 
s Marina, San Mauro Mare, 
Gatteo Mare, Cesenatico, 
» Cervia - Milano Marittima, 
3 venna and its beaches, 
di of Comacchio. 




★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 























THE COLOUR FIELD: 

iking of You (Chrysali 

In gooey old '60s films, there's 


ncurabiedfs 


ring clouds, gazing wistl 

invariably accompanied by a jaunty 
,u tle song (often sung by Andy 
/illiams), full of plunking strings, 

optimistic, yet bitter-sweet, lyrics. 
Well, Terry Hall must have watched 
-vful lot of gooey old ’60s films, 

exactly like one of those 
soundtracks. And very pleasant it 



(Stiff) Interesting fact: at._,. 

Ms Ullman sounds like Paul 
McCartney (well, a bit). This is 
infinitely preferable to listening to 
her at 45 RPM, when she sounds 
like Pinky & Perky and The 
' munks all rolled into one. To 
ir, this is not entirely Tracey's 

voice is always speeded up a little 
" u 3r singles (I suppose it’s 
ntt9 give them ‘punch’ or 

luse if you put your finger on 
jrntable to slow this down 
sliqhtly while it's playing, the song 
"■'out 90% less irritating. 

SLADE: Seven Year Bitch 
(RCA) ^Oh no,no\anotherS\ade 

?he charts. I mean, Slade 9 Gary* 


on becoming dodgy cabaret artists 
and releasing horribly jolly sing-a- 
long thingies like this. There ought 


identify with this record. A heartfelt 
evocation of being struck about the 
l '~ad with plummeting building 
itter, it makes Einsturzende 

—othing lullabye. I’m not saying 
the record’s weird or anything, but 
if you played it at a party you could 
clear the room in 10 seconds flat. In 

fact, the house woi. 

"io (if it had any se 


















Malcolm McLaren. 




Includes the single 
‘Madam Butterfly! 
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SMASH HITS & WARNER HOME VIDEO 


P R E S E N I 

MOVIE 



POLICE ACADEMY • THE REVENGE OF THE PINK PANTHER • A 
FISTFUL OF DOLLARS • DEAL OF THE CENTURY • THE MAN WITH TWO 
BRAINS OWARGAMESO BLADE RUNNEROGREYSTOKE: THE LEGEND 
OF TARZAN • BLAZING SADDLES • ROCKY III • THE FRENCH 
LIEUTENANT’S WOMAN • NEVER SAY NEVER AGAIN • THE RIGHT 
STUFF • SUPERMAN - THE MOVIE • DEATHTRAP 
















NewUDI from Maxell. 
¥>uVe never heard 
atapelikeiL 



But then,theiejs never 
been a tape like it. 


New UDI brings music to life in a way 
you’ve never heard before from a low-cost 
cassette. The reason: a completely new type of 
tape coating, composed of extra dense magnetic 
particles. 

When you record, they soak up sound far 
more efficiently than conventional particles. 

When you play back, they deliver a higher 
volume of sound with less noise. 

Together with punchier bass, steadier high 


notes and a detailed and dynamic musical picture. 

No less remarkable than the tape is die 
cassette shell it comes in. 

It’s built to hairbreadth tolerances to keep 
the tape precisely aligned to your tape head. 

That way, the stereo channels are exacdy 
matched, to give you a stereo image so vivid it’s 
3-dimensional. 

All this for no more than you’d pay for an 
ordinary tape. 


maxelltsn] 

Break the sound barrier 

C) Ltd, 1 Tyburn Lane, Harrow, Middlesex, HA 13 AF. Tel: 01 

o 






1SIIUN AH P IKK NOHi Iffll AIMOST NDIHING) [INDA CAN I HIM M N A POSICAID: LINDA. GET SMART. SMASH HUS, 52 55 CARNABY STREET. LONDON W1V IFF 

r * 

^SeT SMART 


Stranger" - 54. “Sweet Dreams (Are Made Of 
This)” - 2, “Love Is A Stranger" (re-release) - 6. 
“Who's That Girl?" - 3. “Right By Your Side", 
"Here Comes The Rain Again” and “Sex Crime 
(1984)“ - all 6. Prior to all these, there were also 
three singles - “Belinda". "The Walk" and “This Is 
The House" - which, according to Dave Stewart- 


... ie. It even has a title - “Third Of The Jive 
according to Whistle Tesf producer Trevor Dann, 
the voice of a particularly famous actor can be 
heard repeating the question "Whaddya got?” 
when you listen closely. 


ne his iavourite novel’. 


little bit happier during the miserable months of 


shown or if it’s even finished yet? Also, 
what connection do the Virgin Prunes 
have with U2? 

Claire Davis, Reading. 


.. 



(recently-departed Virgin F 

Last night I went toac 


• Relax Celia- he’s married! Zulu (or Pete to his 
family) was not surprised that you should find him 
somewhat fanciable and admits “that’s the reason 
p - to make them look well. Without 


i the identity 

sd like David Bowie (my 
lissonZowieand 
bottle of 


the man looked like D 
hero), I said he was his 
was right, winning a bo 

champagne. Zowie gat_ 

autograph and told me he was 18 and 
worked in the Virgin Store in Bristol. 
Please tell me, is he telling the truth oi 
have I been fooled? 

F.M., Bristol. 

• You did say you got a fi 


he group-to make . __ 

aning to sound big-headed, of course . . . . 
o noted for his likeness to that other mega- 
ik, Paul Young, Zulu hails from Sunderland and 
3 born on July 7 “in the year. . . (longpause) 

> 1”. He still lives there and currently holds down 
ay-job in a local hospital. So where have you 


“ailYiiv: 


thing But 
ler. Could 


• Shot partly in Slane Castle in Ireland where U2 
were making their last album “The Unforgettable 
Fire" (as seen on the Pride video), the film is 30 
minutes long and includes live footage from U2's 
the last UK tour. It’s already been shown in 
America but has yet to get a showing over here. No 
doubt it’s only a matter of time. U2's connection 
with the Virgin Prunes goes back some years 
when the two groups grew up together as friends in 
Dublin, sharing an imaginary world called Lipton 
Village .^Part of this secretsocietymvolved giving 

Hewson) and The Edge (Dave Evans) o°f U2 
Gavin Friday (Fionan Hanvey) and Strongman 
(Trevor Rowen) of the Prunes. The Edge and Dik 


re in Bristol to speak to Zowie I got put through 
jht- and Zowie was female'. Of course her 
ie is Zowie-but she spells it Zoe-i ' 

ht-clubbing on the night in qi_ 

-;he was “almost certain” your- 

one David Darling (his new name by deed poll), 
local Bowie lookalike and the person who runsth 
Tuesday night Bastille Club at Yesterdays. No 
doubt you’ll be wanting words with him . . .! 
Incidentally, the real Zowie Bowie is only 14 and 
lives with his dad in Switzerland where he'r u — 


Paula, High Barnet. 

• Presenting the lads' own guide to their 
respective heights and pre-Christmas 
weights. . . (I'm saying nothing.) Top-heavy at 
13 stone comes Tony, then Martin at 12 stone, 
Gary at 11 stone 121b and both Steve and John at 

5’ 11 ”, Gary and Martin are both 6’ while Tony's all 
of 6’4" - and that’s without the platforms. 
Regarding “Martin Kemp’s cat", it transpires that 
Martin doesn’t actually have a cat. It's Steve who's 
famous for his pets; he's got a dog called Harry and 
a piranha called Frank. But no cat. 



• She's June Miles Kingston and the very same 
person who appeared countless times with the 
Fun Boys on Top Of The Pops during their heyday. 
Born in London (“and still here”), she bought her 


totally crazy Toy Dolls and have noticed 
how totally good-looking the bass 
guitarist is. Can you find out such details 
as where he comes from, his name and, 
more importantly, where he’s been all my 

Celia Cutler, Worley. 


-j cash so he gave it away for a 

ridiculous sum of money - £40!” Despite the fact 
she’d never played before, she then helped form 
the all-female band, The Mo-Dettes, who gained a 
sizeable following in the late 70s. After four years 
with them she joined the Fun Boy 3 but when that 
fell through, she was "happy” to divide her time 
between working as a session player and building 
up a solo career as a singer/songwriter. Her first 
single, "Say You”, was released on Go! Discs in 
November and her second, “The Real You”, is 
released next month. “It’s just been really easy for 
me” she adds jauntily. “I’ve no complaints.” 


© 




NewUDH. Maxell promote 
the economy tape to a 
more exalted position. 


maxEll.lUDi90 



With new UDII from Maxell Backing up the tape is 


you can enjoy all the advantages Maxell’s latest cassette mechan- 
of chrome position recording - ism-one of the most accurate 
but at a far lower cost than you’d ever built, 
expect. Between them, tape and cass- 

Using Maxell’s exclusive ette give you not just a better 

Epitaxial particle technology, Chrome soun d 3 b ut a clearer stereo 
UDII delivers more volume image-with all the realism 

with less noise, and superb JL ^ 1 \ of the original perform- 
reproductionofhigh WmKkJ 1 ance. All of which 

frequencies. gjjjjjj- Normal puts you in an 

The result: a clear, crisp V ivW excellent position to 

and lifelike sound. improve your recording. 

maxellioin 

Break the sound barrier. 





OUR PRICES HAVE NEVER BEEN SO LOW! TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
THIS GENUINE, LOW PRICE OFFER. ORDER NOW WHILE STOCKS 
LAST! OUR PRICES MUST GO BACK TO NORMAL SOON. 

OUR T SHIRTS & SWEART SHIRTS ARE AVAILABLE WITH THE 
FOLLOWING STARS PRINTED ON THEM:- 















































COME ON MY FRIEND AND LEAVE YOUR CAUTION TO THE WIND 
I KNOW YOU USED TO KEEP THAT FEELING OUT OF SIGHT 
IT’S GETTING STRONGER FEEL IT BURNING IN MY MIND 


COME ON AND LAY YOUR TENDER LIPS DOWN ON MY SKIN 
SHOW ME HOW SWEET AND EASY IT CAN BE 
AND LET US STICK TOGETHER AND MAKE IT HAPPEN 


COME ON THINK IT OVER AGAIN TAKE YOU TO THE TOP 
TELL ME OF YOUR LEAVING BOY TAKE ME TO THE TOP 


LET ME TREMBLE IN YOUR GLARE (OOH YEAH) 


I WANNA LOVE YOUR BODY TIL THE MORNING LIGHT 
OOH WATCH ME MY FRIEND 


THOUGH I KNOW WE LL BE IN LOVE JUST FOR ONE NIGHT 
I KEEP ON TRYING TO CHANGE PART OF YOU AGAIN 
BUT EVERYTHING SEEMS TO BE THE SAME 
1 WONDER WHERE YOU ARE NOW 
DON’T WANT TO LOSE YOU 
REPEAT CHORUS 

\Y YOUR TENDER LIPS DOWN ON MY SKIN 


__EASY IT CAN BE 

AND LET US STICK TOGETHER AND MAKE IT HAPPEN 




, JAKE YOU TO THE TOP) TAKE ME TO THE TAKE ME TO THE 
IE TO THE TOP) LET ME LOVE YOU BABY DO THE BEST I CAN 


Chaka 

Kban 



New 7” & 12” single 

This Is My Night 


January 

Monday 21st 
Tuesday 22nd 
Thursday 24th 
Friday 25th 
Saturday 26th 
Monday 28th 
Tuesday 29th 
Thursday 31st 


Apollo Manchester 
Playhouse Edinburgh 
Royal Centre Nottingham 
Odeon Birmingham 
Hexagon Reading 
Odeon Hammersmith 
Odeon Hammersmith 
Arts Centre Poole 


WORDS AND MUSIC MIKE FRANCIS 
REPRODUCED BY PERMISSION 1985 COPYRIGHT CONTROL 


ON RCA RECORDS 










•til now,” coughs the one with the straggly 
black hair, singer Ian Astbury. “Natural 

we’ve been gnawing away and now we're 
strong enough to come out and say what we've 
got to say. Bands like Wham!, Duran Duran and 
Culture Club are on top of the world now. The 
question is: where do they go from there? The 
answer can only be- down. 

“The whole thing 's already started to 
crumble. It’s like a pre-'76 situation all over 
again. Frankie have gone part of the way In 
showing that there's more than just the happy 
thing. Now it’s up to people like us to take it 
even further.” 

Strong stuff Indeed. The Cult don’t believe in 


In f 984 their ambition was sharpened by a 
move to major label Beggars Banquet, a 
symbol of which lies in yet another name 
change. The disturbing and potentially off- 
putting name (to Radio 1 DJs at least) was 
changed from The Death Cult to, simply, The 
Cult. Now they really meant business. 

Hot on the heels of their first album, 
“Dreamtime”, came a live video of the same 
name-almost unique for a band still without a 
major hit. And with the new single, 
“Resurrection Joe”, they're finally poised to 
snake their way onto Top Of The Pops. 


safety of your own home and watch videos of 
suntanned people zooming around in flashy 
cars. But it’s just a tease. People naturally want 
to emulate that lifestyle but they come to find 
they can’t have it and it frustrates them, 


photographic studio, “I have contrived 
imagery in the past.” 

That was in his previous group Southern 
Death Cult. Formed in 1982 they only released 
one single, “Fat Man”/“Moya”, which topped 
the Independent Charts for two months. But 
they didn't last long. 

“I just love to have experiences, fling myself 
In at the deep end. When I was 181 left home 
(Birkenhead, near Liverpool) and travelled 
round, meeting people. I met the group in 
Bradford - It was like being given a grant to go 
and pass on information. But I found our image 
and my ideas relating to the North American 
Indians - comparing that dying culture to the 
one of white kids today - to be contrived.” 

So he left. So popular were the group that, in 
their wake, an LP made up of old Radio 1 
sessions was released. 

Now enter Billy Duffy (ex-Theatre Of Hate 
guitarist), drummer Nigel Preston and ■- 


Victorian”, it reflects their interests and 
“It's just natural for us to look like this. It’s 


better to be yourself and wear what you want 
than to dress up in some trendy tracksuits. I’m 
proud of the way I look.” 

They do admit, on the other hand, that it 
might put a lot of people off. 

“What I see us doing is a bit difficult tor 

just wonder if it wouldn’t be easier for us to saj 
what we re saying and to wear Gallini 

—1 jeans and have flicked hair.. 




proclaims. “We re not saying we've got it all 
worked out. We haven’t. We're just saying 
there's more to life than .. .the end ofthe road. 
Life's all about experiences. We just want to 
show how easy it is to get out of the traps, 
break the mould. We’re just saying take a step 
and break out of all that and experience 
something. You'll cherish it for the rest of your 
life. Break the mould, look different. If you've 
got the bottle to go with your feelings that’s 


We've just got 
we just smashec 
id L. A. in 

iping into hotel swimming pools.” 


of being segregated just ’cause you support a 
certain team or wear a Pringle jumper. 

“People arealways calling us faggots ’cause 
ofthe way we look. They're just confused. They 
can't relate to us 'cause they're shown images 
ofthe way they should be- suit, car, wife etc. 
It’s a shame really. We’re just trying to show It 
doesn't have to be like that.” 

igrees that it might be easier for him 

-..re ‘down-to-earth’, kitchen sink- 

type lyrics - but he can’t do It. 

With titles like “Ghost Dance”, “Spirit 
Walker", “Bad Medicine” and “Horsenation”, 
ind sleeves depicting Red Indian skulls, 
rorses, scalps and red roses, it’s not totally 
surprising a lot of people find them a “bit too 
—i~j» Especially when put in the context of 

.»-1— —me-to-your-mum 

Then again don't 

'The images like the 
iportant. It represents the fact that we may 


_Billy points out, “readers of your 

magazine should be given the opportunity to 
hear about bands like us. They’ve had bands 
like Duran for ages now - they might be ready 
now for something with a bit more depth.” 

“I'm just really excited about the 

... ..Ian grins. “I don’t 

slon that we're dour 

_I or anything. We hav< 

_We’ve just got back from Amt_ 

just smashed places up, cruised around L.A. i 
someone's car crashing into other cars and 
jumping Into hotel swimming pools.” 

“Yeah,” bawls Billy, “we’re like four yobs 

never happier when I’m breaking things." 

Now there’s a nice optimistic note to end on 


‘TUnUmJnUr 
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SEVEN VEAR BITCH 






























cheerful and enthusiastic 
about bands and the 
“issues” that concern her 

evening radio show. She’s 
also quite philosophical 
about any intrusions into 
her private life. 

“If you’re doing this job, 

thing that goes with it.” 
Janice was born in 
Liverpool in 1955-“which 
makes me 30 this year” - 
and lived on “a sort of 
council estate” in Bootle 
until she was 18. She went 
to a “really posh” school 
because she won a 
scholarship to it and, once 
there, hated it. 

“I absolutely loathed it. 
I realised they weren’t 
actually interested in you 
as a person. It was a case 


How do you get a job as a Radio 1 D J? Simple 
-you go to a “really posh” school, then 
become an insurance clerk, then a hostess 
for Laker Airways, then work in a Dutch 
Wimpy Bar, then sell advertising space for 
the Liverpool Echo. . . and you’re in. 

Well, that’s the way it turned out in. . . 


JANICE LONG 


irst things first. 
Are you really 

Peter Powell? 

Janice Long 
gives a slightly 
weary sigh. 
“Yes. Yes.” 

Some nasty, suspicious 
minds might have thought 


“We’ve been going out for 
five months now. We’d been 
going out for quite some 


interested anyway! 
Couldn’t believe it. We’d 

going down to the pub with 
our mates and one night we 
were caught - like two 16- 

kissing and canoodling and 
obviously more than pals 
and somebody was taking 
photographs. 

“The next thing all the 

Radio 1, saying ‘Is it true?’ 
and we went, yes, and it 
appeared in the papers for 
ages and ages. We decided 
there was nothing we could 

would wear off and people 
would leave us in peace and 
allow us to have a good 
time.’Cause we do. We get 

cracking relationship.” 

She smiles happily and I 
feel a bit guilty for ever 
doubting it. 

Janice Long, you see, is a 
media personality. Off the 
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TDKSingleVideoTape £4.95 



TDK Audio Triple Pack £3.25 











It’s Germany and it’s freezing cold. Tears For Fears are out there 
mixing an LP and telling a few stories. Stories about dreadful haircuts. 
About cream of onion soup. About not being ‘wimpy’. About Sade, 
liqueur coffees, Simon le Bon . . . So chuck another log on, bolt the 
double-glazing, top up that warming drink and cuddle up with . 


INTERS 


• Story: Chris Heath • Photos: Paul Ric 
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HEAPS. HANDS & FEET 

(and a few other bits as well) 
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NEW SINGLE 
7”& 3 TRACK 12” 
AVAILABLE NOW 



SAY THE WORD... 
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(WALK TOGETHER) HAND IN HAND 
(TOGETHER BABY WE CAN MAKE IT) 

MY MY LOVE (WALK TOGETHER HAND IN HAND TOGETHER BABY 

WE CAN MAKE IT) OOH 

THANK YOU MY LOVE (THANK YOU MY LOVE) 

I LL NEVER EVER LEAVE YOU 

NO ONE CAN EVER SAY THAT YOU ARE THE ONE FOR ME 
THERE'LL NEVER BE ANOTHER LIKE MY LOVE 
THANK YOU MY LOVE (THANK YOU MY LOVE) 

FOR SUCH A GOLDEN MEMORY 
YOU'VE MEANT SO MUCH TO ME MY LOVE 
I LL NEVER EVER LEAVE YOU LOVE 
NO ONE CAN EVER SAY THAT YOU 
THANK YOU MY LOVE (THANK YOU MY LOVE) 

I’LL NEVER EVER LEAVE YOU 
NO ONE CAN EVER SAY THAT YOU ARE MY LOVE 
THERE'LL NEVER EVER BE ONE LIKE MY LOVE 
I'LL NEVER EVER WANT ANOTHER LOVE 













some cruel medical experiment? 


Better than the Arthur Scar gill cut: 
three pieces of Shredded Wheat. 



Well, after cheek like that I'd just 
like to let the world know that 1 am 
open for business as chairman of the 
Bring Back The Letter V In English 

The Whale That Nicholas Kershaw 
Interviewed When Getting Inside 
Information For The Most Beautiful 
Protest Song In The History Of The 
Snood, Surrey Stockbroker Belt. 


I once toyed with the rather 
“groovy” idea of changing my 
name to Blak Type, but the editor 
said if I did he'd give me the sak 
(just my little joke - or should I say 


Dear Black Type, 

Did you know that if you took the T. 
the y, the ‘g‘, the ‘c’. the *h', the 'r' and 
the 'u' out of “Frog Chorus" and put in 
a't' and y round the 'o’, a'd' before 
the other ‘o' and two Ts' before the 's‘ 
you get Toy Dolls. Isn't it amazing - 
what ever will you think of next? 
From The Egg ThatAlfs Chicken 
Laid, Merseyside. 


Oooooo! There’s no following that 
so we might just as well scarper, 


ANSWER FROM BITZ: 

It’s that Boy again (George, that is). 












Dew fceoutec. 


-vwougwt i'd drop you. a. noVe to 

veu you OLioou^ twe ne*t SMASH HITS. 
WeVe all really «-*C-iVe<4 about It here, 
actually. PAlA-YOUNta's going to feein 
\V looking really ViunVcy. G>MCX KEtdp 
will be-answering Some fd-Vner personal 
duest-ionA. We'll loe Ending out wsby 
THE SHOVTHS tbink M««A to Wu.rAef. W 

I'll be interviewing 3tMV*E.Y Cut-TVARC, 
Hooet-vxUf , V‘U Wave persuaded Someone-to 
write B.tz and. Peter Martin wiVl have 
oenonised Some UP revVeWS and ^ 
designers, will Wxve designed everything 

without Complaining too much afcou4 
Voting -+o work late. You. just dpn'j- 
tnow whod °- d*tpioA-t job it is try in j 

+o work with od\ the Sensitive 
personalities in -this cttiee.They just 
-bread- vvve Ulte a. doormat, you. know. 
VK\k all over ma- Sometime s, l teel Vibe 


parking it all in and going to live in c\ 
tonwwf Clike l did when l was a hippy) 
with my'lady' and my Incredible String 
Band LPS. 6k/ WCLm\ofnt V>e aVt 
Shoot ob money but at l«ASt l woeUnt 
mV- trampled all oVCr like l do here. 

^ ■Stilly don't voant -to bore you 
with my p<o'ctevnS / ISpecb you'Ve- goi- 
icoAs, your own. Grot to look on 
AV\e \o right s'vdej< 2 -k? keep your 
pecker up> ond all -tWxt. 

Ok well/ hope tto see you a^ain 

on TAWUARY -20’*' . 

Cheers- then, 






HEAVEN0 

. . (andthat's no lie) 

includes “the heaven 17 megamix” 

© (VS740+13) number 5 in a series of 5 

released — monday 21st January 















Just how loud is the new £99.95 Sony? 

The CFS3000 available in silver or red, comes with detachable speakers, graphic equalizer and A.M.S. For a demonstration see your dealer, or the next page. 
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SONY. 






o o 



What do models prefer to wear? 

What’s available in the waistcoat line for 1985? 
What have the Frank Chickens got in their dressing-up box? 

Who was James Dean? 

All this (plus Wham) 

INjlKtMtfD 

ON SALE 












































KOOL&THEGANG 



Topical news from 
gymkhanas, shows 
and events. 

Colour pictures and 
stories featuring the ■ 
top riders and their 
horses. 

Easy to follow advice, readers’ 
competitions and pages for young 
riders. 

The magazine that reflects all that’s 
bright in today’s riding world. 

Horse and Pony - out 
every other Thursday. 




&PONY 











THE 

WONDER 

WEMBLEY 

It seats 8,000 people, it’s a quarter of a mile long 
and it’s got all the intimacy of a large aircraft 
hangar. It’s the famous North London venue 
where they hold the Horse Of The Year Show, 
Tennis and Brass Band Championships, Pro 
Boxing, that kind of thing. It’s also the place a lot 
of pop groups say they’ll never play for fear of 
“losing touch with their audience”. But they do in 
the end, all of them. Over Christmas Wembley 
Arena was booked up solid for a month - Wham!, 
Spandau Ballet, the Thompson Twins, Big 
Country, Paul Young, Kool & The Gang and 
Culture Club all played there. Duran wanted to 
play but they couldn’t fit them in. 

So what are concerts actually like there? Can 
you see anything? Can you tell what song they’re 
playing? Do you get any change from 15 quid for a 
night out? Is it all worth it? Take your seats (and 
binoculars)for . . .anotherSmash Hits 
Investigation. 


SPANDAU BALLET 

December 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9 

Star rating: ★ * 



lbley and has a fancy stage set, about a 


1. What plays six nights at Wembley and has a 
dozen different backdrops, two fluttering flags, 

lavish light show, five pop stars, one keyboard p._, --- 

backing singers, rather a lot of hit songs and some really annoying bright 
lights that shine in your eyes and blind you every five minutes? 


..„-line in your eyes and blir 

A: Spandau Ballet's World Parade. 

2. Who jump 
A:Tony Hadley 

3. Who look a bit aimless at first but end up rur 
place and rubbing their bottoms together? 

A: The Kemp brothers. 

4 . Who wanders down to the front sometimes but spends most of the 
concert standing very still with his legs stretched out wide? 

A: Steve Norman. 

5. What goes “scream, scream, scream, scream, scream"? 

A: A Spandau Ballet audience whenever the live video cameras zoom in 
on Steve Norman. 

6 . What's actually pretty quiet except when singing along to "True” or “G 
A: A Spandau Ballet audience whenever the live video cameras zoom in 
on anyone else. 

7. What goes "Woooo! Hey! Awright! Yeah! Heeey! Wooooo! Phew!"? 
A: Spandau Ballet all talking at the same time in between songs. 

8 . From which band could Spandau learn an awful lot about howto 


























“This song -first of all It's a great song,” George titters, something 
like this: aha-haha-huyuk. “Second, It s called The Medal Song .” 

Three or four numbers into Culture Club's third night at Wembley 
and it’s already clear that their recent lack of chart success is 
preying on George's mind. 

“This Is a song about pain and suffering. Aha-haha-huyuk’’\& 
how he starts to introduce “Do You Really Want To Hurt Me” a few 
songs later. And then someone in the audience shouts something, 
his smile vanishes and he shoots them an absolutely filthy look. 
George actually seems to be In rather a bad mood. That’s what a 
disastrous American tour, a cancelled show in Scotland and two 
flop singles do for you, I suppose. 

Even the concert’s a disappointment. After an absolutely brilliant 
filmed Intro followed by George emerging from the smoke beneath 
Jon's escalating drum kit, what follows is less spectacular, 
generally rather messy and by and large about as convincing as a 
party political broadcast on behalf of the Conservatives. 

Oh, there were some great moments. The new reggae intro to 
“Church Of The Poison Mind” sticks In the memory. So does ’The 
War Song” with its laser guns and fireworks. “Mistake Number 

But Ruby Turner and Mo Birch are no substitute for Helen Terry, 
Jon’s cheeky winking at the cameras gets to be extremely tiresome, 
George's costume changes are no longer interesting in themselves 
and ending the concert with as poor a song as “Crime Time” Is 
nothing short of a cardinal sin. 

It may just be that I’ve seen this lot once too often. It may be that 
Culture Club have lost their way-let’s hope that’s temporary, if true. 
But the audience- more the kind you'd expect at a pantomime than 
at a pop concert- didn’t look as though they’d necessarily still be 


The Mint Juleps are a sort of trendy female Flying Pickets. They do 
old Motown songs and are quite ’boppy’. They sang to the 
not-qulte-full-hall for about 35 minutes, putting most people in a 
toe-tapping mood ready for the headliners. 

Kool & The Gang appear at about 9.1 Opm wearing really dodgy 
lurex iumosults in a range of colours from bright yellow to purple. A 
iinated version of “Ladles’ Night” complete with lots of 
"ng and well nifty dance steps gets most of the 


people up on their feet.They're the sort of band who’ve had loads of 
hits - but you don't remember just howmany ’til you goto see them. 
Lots of cries of “We lurve ya” and dividing the audience singing up 
into Girls Only, then Boys Only, gave the impression of grown-ups’ 
pantomime-but still quite good fun. 

The show did tend to sag a bit in the middle-we were asked to 
cheer for Band Aid and light our cigarette lighters for the starving 
millions- very helpful. A tedious guitar solo and a few slow songs 
gave the band the chance to get their puff back and then it was 
swiftly back to the hits old and new, the bum-wiggling, a quick “Give 


yourselves a round of applai 
that was that. 


Then it was out past the excess amount of Cortina Marl 


• Ticket price: £9/£10 

• Support band: Mint Juleps 

• Time on stage: 1 hour30mins. 

• Merchandise: t-shirts £8, 
sweatshirts £12. Worst value - 
dodgy enamel badges for £2. Best 
value- programme. Not a very big 
selection, probably due to the fact 
that hardly anything was bought. 

• Programme (left): £3 - a 
shoddy little item, full of out- 


which are taken up 


jp with giving truly 


logo badge for £2. Worstthing: 

• Programme (left): £3. Lots 
and lots of colour pictures from the 
last couple of years and a bit written 
by George: "Kick acritic and 
remember any good rock 'n' roll 
show is in the hands of the 
audience”, ie: if you don’t like it it's 
not George's fault. 


CULTURE CLUB 

December 17, 18, 19, 21 & 22 

Star rating: * 












WHAM! 

December 23, 24, 26 & 27 

Star rating: ★ ★ ★ * * 



THOMPSON TWINS 

December 28, 29 & 30 
Star rating: ★ ★ ★ ★ 


Lots of people polished up the family diamante, made an effort an 


polished up thef 
r this one, giving I 


with coloured balloons and strung 


___: playing some_ 

hey were given an encouraging cheer when they finished. 

The Thompson Twins arrive on stage amidst a dazzling display of 
ghts and smoke and stay put for about 1 3 A hours. On tour they are a 


xylophone, Joe goes for his keyboards and Tom stays put in the 
middle to begin the first song - “Into The Gap” - which everybody 
recognises straight away. The props included a man dressed in mac 
and trilby taking polaroids of the audience for “We Are Detective”, 
silhouettes of workers with pickaxes- “You Take Me Up", and an 


George and Andy threatened to Make It Big this tour and they 
weren’t kidding. There's 13 players and singers cavorting on steps 
behind them, plus the inimitable Shirlie and Pepsi to help them 
"---- rr nifty West End choreography. This is spectacle 


Song number one is, quite approp rr y a a L N a u mber One song. The 
—, . , ac tjon with “Wake Me Up Before You Go Go”, waving 


tothVi 


..._ SSSSZ 

down to their famous Fila running 
remains resplendent in ’ 


cords or amplifier. George was 
have a sip from his glass, then f 
many “Do you love me?” interludes. Hammily complaining of a s 
back, he none-the-less indulges in some fancy footwork, 
particularly the campy flamenco moves of “He—•'—*” L — 


_j, “Hold Me Now”, 

up -every single person was clapping, arms in the 
I was “Love On Your Side” which was a cue for the 
nets to open. The whole place filled with balloons being punched 
around which encouraged I ittle devils at the front to try and bop Tom 
or Alannah with oneof therm ^ t, t t h df th I k 

on most people's faces out the way out, a /oily good t/mewas had by all. 

• Ticket price: £6/£8 

• Support band: Shriekback 

• Time on stage: 1 hour45mins. 

priced. £7 for a t-shirt, £12for a 
sweatshirt. Worst value - a designer 
sweatshirt for £20. Bestvalue- 
postcards at £1.50 for six. 

• Programme (left): Out Of The 
Gap-Christmas '84. Cost £3.00.24 
pages shimmering with majestic 
swirlybits etc, it contains oodles of 
pin-up shots from their new vid and 
last US tour. Also features 
everything you need to know about 
the Twins “motivation”, 

“inspiration", “eyebrows" and 
“pearls" (“the pearls are fake, the 
spirit genuine, of course"). In other 
words, all the usual guff. Good value 



progress as a singer and songwrite 


tratingMrMf 
et make it bic 



(including film show). 

• Merchandise: Baggy 
sweatshirt-£20. T-shirts-£6. Best 
value is the programme - £2. 

• Programme (left): 18 pages. 
Very high quality—ie all the photos 
are in focus, quite well designed etc. 
Also features a daft diary written by 
Andrew and a questionnaire that 
asks questions like: "In view of 
recent murmurings in the popular 
music world, and taking into 
consideration tonight’s 
performance, where do you feel tl 
future of the inimitable duo lies? I: 

i) in the construction industry ii) a: 
contract office cleaners iii) as far 
away from my eyes as possible iv) in 
the outback v) as sound proofers”. 
















AS A RESULT 
OE PUBLIC DEMAND 
WARNER BR0S.REC0RDS 
ANNOUNCES THE FIRST U.K.RELEASE 
OFTHE DOUBLE SIDED HIT 

/ Little Red 
Corvette 
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